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“From the mouth of infants and nursing babes...” Psalm 8:2b,3 and its echo in
Mt 21:16

Psalm 8 is one of those psalms that elicit a wide range of reactions, and not
only among the scholars. Itis cited in the New Testament several times. The
present article focuses on verses 2b and 3 which areprobably influenced by later
redaction (during time of the Exile and shortly after). After a textualcritics
overview of these verses (question of ‘dser tenah and ‘0z) as well as some notes
regarding theirinterpretation, the article proceeds to consider their theological
content, in particular with theperspective on the Exodus events. The second part of
the article deals with the New Testament citationof Ps 8:3 in Mt 21:16, in the
context of Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple and the children’s acclamationabout him.
Unlike the other Synoptic accounts, that of Matthew introduces - along with the
chiefpriests - the blind and the lame, and also the children. Their role here, as well
as in other Mattheantexts where children are involved, is to offer light in
understanding the aim of citing the Psalm.Particularly inspiring, in connection with
the expression paides, is the episode at beginning of thegospel, the massacre of the
infants. The link to the Exodus events sheds light on the Temple episode,too.
Children represent the community persecuted for its confession of Christ while, at
the same time,already participating in His victorious power. In citing the Psalm,

therefore, Matthew develops itschristological and ecclesiological dimensions.

»Z ust nemluvniat a dojciat...“ Echo obrazu Z82b.3vMt21,16

Tematicky vel'mi pritazlivy Zalm 8 nachadza dodnes $iroky ohlas, a to nielen
medzi biblistami. Radi sak tym Zalmom, ktoré cituje Novy zakon na niekol'kych
miestach. Vo svojom prispevku sa zameriavam naverSe 2b.3, ktoré predstavuju
podla vsetkého Specificky prvok neskorSej redakcie (zrejme reflexia exilua
obdobia kratko po nom). Po kratkej sumarizacii problematiky textovej kritiky
(otazka ’dser tenah vo v.2b, ‘0z vo v.3) a niekolkych poznamkach k interpretacii
uvedenych versSov Zalmu, v ¢lanku naznacujemperspektivy teologického posolstva,
predovsetkym echo udalosti exodu. Nasledne sa pozornost obracia kcitacii 3. versa
Zzalmu v Novom zakone, presnejSie v kontexte epizddy vycistenia chramu a

prepuknutiajasavého volania deti na JeZiSovu slavu v Mt 21,16. V snahe osvetlit



MatuSovo proprium epizdédy v chramesa sustred’'ujem na rolu jednotlivych skupin
(slepi a chromi, vel’knazi a zakonnici, deti) vystupujucich v opiseevanjelistu. Svetlo
poskytuju predovSetkym d'alSie texty evanjelia, v ktorych uvedeni protagonisti
vystupuju.Zvlast pri vyraze paides je podnetna udalost z JezZiSovho detstva, ked’
kratko po odchode do Egyptaevanjelista uvadza zabijanie betlehemskych chlapcov
(deti). Prepojenie na udalosti exodu poskytuje ajepizdde v chrdme nové svetlo -
deti tvoria sucast spoloCenstva prenasledovaného pre jeho vyznanie Krista,no
zaroven uz istym sposobom participuju na moci jeho vitazstva. Pouzitie Zalmovej
citacie v MatdiSovi tedarozvija posolstvo Zalmu v kristologickom i ekleziologickom

smere.



