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The 42 Generations of the Genealogy of Jesus
in Matt 1:1-17, and the Symbolism of Number 42,
Curse or Blessing, in the Bible and in Egypt

Bernard Gosse

Introduction

In this paper I study the symbolism of the number forty-two in the
genealogy of Jesus in Matt 1:1-17. The symbolism of number 42 is very
important in the Bible, directly in relation to the Davidic dynasty, in the Psalter!,
in the Book of Numbers and also in Chronicles. This symbolism, with an
Egyptian background, is ambivalent, curse with a possibility of changing into
blessing?.

1 The 42 Generations of Matt 1:1-17 with Reference to Ps
105:1-15; 1 Chr 16:8-22; 2 Chr 22:2 and the Genealogies
in1 Chr 1-9

The New Testament begins with the genealogy of Jesus in the Gospel of
Matthew. Jesus is presented as the son of David, the son of Abraham: BifAog
yevéaews ‘Inaol viol Aavid viol ABpady (Matt 1:1). In the Psalter after the end of
the Davidic dynasty in Ps 89:39-40.45-46.52, the descendants of Abraham
(105:6) receive the title of Messiah in 105:15a: >m"wna wan H8. But in Chr 16:6-
22, we note a ceremony presided over by David with the citation of Ps 105:1-15.
The mention of the Messiahs as descendants of Abraham at the end of the citation

! In this article we make reference to: JOFFE, The Elohistic Psalter; JOFFE, The Answer;
BURNETT, Forty-two Songs; BURNETT, A Plea, esp. 105-111.

2 On “42” and the desert in Matt 1:1-17, see HOOD, Metaphorty-Two?.

3 See GOSSE, L espérance messianique davidique, 77-82: “Chapitre IV: Les Ps 84-89 et
la fin de la dynastie davidique”; 83-94: “Chapitre V: Le quatrieme livre du Psautier (Ps 90—
106). Réponses a la disparition de la dynastie davidique”; 92-94: “Le Ps 105, I’alliance avec
Abraham comme substitut de 1’alliance avec David (Ps 89,4)” (Ps 105:15a is a response to
Ps 89:52 and 105:15b responds to Ps 74:9, about the disappearance of the prophets); 95-98:
“Chapitre VI: La réintégration de David dans I’histoire du salut en 1 Chroniques 16”.
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Bernard Gosse 143

is intentional. And the Septuagint is reading the same in 1 Chr 16:22a: My
aymabe T@v xptotdv pov. In Matt 1:1, Jesus is called Xpiotég the equivalent of
the Hebrew m'wn, and in this context is mentioned as the son of David and
simultaneously as the son of Abraham. Thereby the genealogy in Matthew comes
into line with the genealogies in Chronicles, the first book that establishes
a genealogy between Abraham and David. The genealogy in Matthew consists
of three sets of fourteen generations*:

(1) Fourteen Generations from Abraham to David

Matt 1:2 1. ABpady (1 Chr 1:27: oar; LXX: APpaap)’; 2. Toadx (vv.
28.34a: pnwy; LXX: Ioaax); 3. Taxwf (v. 34b: Sxwr; LXX:
Iaxwf; see Gen 32:29); 4. Tovdag (A: with Oaudp in Matt 1:3)
(1 Chr 2:1: nmnv; LXX: Tovda);

Matt 1:3 5. ®apes (1 Chr 2:4: pan; LXX: Papes); 6. ‘Eapap (v. 5: pawem;
LXX: Apowv; but in vv. 9.18.21.24.25: Egepwv); 7. Apap (v. 9:
o1, LXX: Apap®);

Matt 1:4 8. Auwvaddf (1 Chr 2:10: a1rny; LXX: Auwvaoaf); 9. Naaoowy
(v. 10: pwn; LXX: Naagowv); 10. Todpdv (v. 11: jnbw; LXX:
Saipwy) (B: with ‘Payaf in Matt 1:5);

Matt 1:5 11. Béeg (1 Chr 2:11: 1pa; LXX: Boog) (C: with ‘Potf); 12. Tewf3%0
(v. 12: 72w; LXX: Qf70); 13. Tecoal (v. 12: "w; LXX: Ieooat);

4 Some scholars proposed to see in Matthew’s three sets of fourteen generations a lunar
pattern of a 28-day month, passing from a new moon to a full moon including also an eclipse;
thus Abraham = new moon, David = full moon, Exile = lunar eclipse or darkness, and Jesus
as Messiah = New moon. See BASSER — COHEN, Matthew, 32: “fullness” with David,
“moonless” with the Exile, “fullness” with Jesus. On the symbol of the moon with reference
to the Book of the Dead (see the second chapter of this paper), see EATON, Monthly Lunar
Festivals, 234: “The New Kingdom BD includes references to the same five lunar festivals
as the PT, namely the Blacked-out-Moon, Monthly, Sixth Day, Seventh Day, and Half Month
festivals.”

5 In this case the passage of the Hebrew to the Greek is not a problem; we will see that it
will not be the same in all cases.

6 See also 1 Chr 2:10. Matthew follows the Septuagint.
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144 The 42 Generations of the Genealogy of Jesus

Matt 1:6 14. ov Aauid tov Baciréa’ (1 Chr 2:15: 77) (D: with éx Tiic Tol
[yuvauxds] To Ovpiov)®.

(2) Fourteen Generations from David to the Deportation to Babylon
Matt 1:6b 1. Zodopav (1 Chr 3:5: nnbw; LXX: Sadwpwy);

Matt 1:7 2. ‘PoPoap (1 Chr 3:10: oyan; LXX: PoBoaw); 3. APid (v. 10:
maR; LXX: ABia); 4. Acdd’ (v. 10: Ror; LXX: Ada);
Matt 1:8 5.’ Twoadat (1 Chr 3:10: vawin; LXX: lwcadar); 6. Twpayw (v. 11:

o, LXX: Twpap); 7. °Oiag (v. 12: 1y; in some manuscripts we
have: 7 and the same in other places; LXX: Alapie; in some
manuscripts Oliag);

[loram was not the father of Oziah/Azariah but his great-great grandfather. Thus,
three generations are missing. Omitted are Ahaziah (Wntn&/Oyxolie); Joash
(wR1/Iwag) (1 Chr 3:11) and Amaziah (¥nAR/Apactag) (v. 12), present also in
the Septuagint. It is not only because Matthew wants a list of 14 names. Another
reason may be that the kings Ahaziah, Joash and Amaziah are associated with
a dark moment in the history of Judah and so represent a curse'®. Moreover,
Matthew makes a list of 42 names which ends with a benediction in Jesus. As we
show later, the number 42 may signify a malediction/curse because its nature is
ambivalent. In fact, in MT 2 Chr 22:2 it is said that King Ahaziah (Wi nR) was
42 years old (!) when he began to rule. It is perfectly deliberate!!, because in MT
2 Kgs 8:26 he was only 22 years old!!?]

7 HAGNER, Matthew 113, 11: “The addition of the words «the king» in Tov Aautd Tov
Baoiréa serves to strengthen the link between David and Jesus as the Davidic, messianic
king, an important motif in Matthew.”

8 KEENER, Matthew, 80: “When Matthew cites these four women, he is probably
reminding his readers that three ancestors of King David and the mother of King Solomon
were Gentiles.” (italics original)

9 Asaf is a Levite singer. Asaf plays an important part in Chronicles in relation to his
institution by David (1 Chr 15-16). And Matthew looks a lot to Chronicles and the
reaffirmation of David.

10 See the relations to the Kingship of the North and the denunciation of Baal.

1 Some commentators explain the phenomenon of 42 years in 2 Chr 22:2 as an error. See,
for instance, MYERS, II Chronicles, 125. But this error is very significant.

12 HAGNER, Matthew 1-13, 8: “An alternate explanation of the omission of the three
kings, Ahaziah, Jehoash, and Amaziah, is that a curse was upon them through Athaliah; if
the curse lasted to the fourth generation (as it seems from the narrative in 2 Chr 22-25), it
would have included the three kings missing from Matthew’s list.” See 2 Chr 22:9; 23:15;
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Matt 1:9 8. Twabdy (1 Chr 3:12: onv; LXX: Twabav); 9. Axdl (v. 13: 1R;
LXX: Axa(); 10. ‘Elexiag (v. 13: 77prn; LXX: Eleniag);

Matt 1:10 11. Mavacoijs (1 Chr 3:13: nwin; LXX: Mavagans); 12. Apag (v.
14: pnR; LXX: Apwv); 13, Twolag (v. 14:100wR; LXX: Togia);

Matt 1:11 14. Texoviag (1 Chr 3:15: opni; LXX: Twaxiy; 2 Kgs 23:34-36;
24:1-6: opminn; LXX: Twaxy) .

[After Twaiag, Matthew mentions only ‘Iexoviag who has been taken into the exile

in Babylon (cf. 2 Kgs 24:15)'4.]

(3) Fourteen Generations from the Deportation to Babylon up to Jesus

Matt 1:12 1. Texoviag (1 Chr 3:16: paniny; LXX: Iexoviag; 2 Kgs 24:8: pani;
LXX: Iwaxip);
[The second 'Iexoviag corresponds to ;"1 and is different from the Texoviav of
Matt 1:11 = o'pni. The Septuagint in 2 Kgs (not in 1 Chr) gives them the same
name Iwaxip'>.]
2. Zahabiih (1 Chr 3:17: HRonoRw; LXX: Salabu)); 3. ZopoBafér
(v. 19: 52a1; LXX: ZopoPafer)'s;
Matt 1:13 4.’AP100d"7; 5. Ehaxiy.; 6. Alwp;

24:25; 25:27. According to KLEIN, 2 Chronicles, 317, for the Chronicler the alliance of Judah
with the North becomes a disaster.

3 In LXX 1 Chr 3:15 Iwoia begets Iwaxiy; in 3:16 Iwaxiyu begets Teyoviag. DAVIES —
ALLISON JR., Matthew, 178: “In 1 Chr 3.15-16, Josiah has four sons, the second being
Jehoiachim, the father of Jechoniah and Zedekiah. Why, then does Matthew write, «Josiah
begat Jechoniah and his brothers»? Jehoiachin was an alternative name for Jechoniah (2 Kgs
24.8-16 / 2 Chr 36.9-10); Twaxip was used for Jehoiachin (Jechoniah) and Jehoiachim (e.g.
2 Kgs 23.36; 24.8-16); the two names are confused in Esd 1.4...).” I think that, in Matt 1:11-
12, we have the two generations with confusion of the names.

14 There is no mention of the king i (2 Kgs 23:30b-34) who died in Egypt (cf. v. 34),
nor 1P (23:17; 24:1-18) who ruled in Judah after the first deportation but in the end was
taken away to Babylon (cf. 25:7).

15 HAGNER, Matthew 113, 6: “Moreover Jeconiah’s regnal name was Jehoiachim (cf. 2
Kgs 24:8), which in the LXX is spelled the same as Johiakim (i.e Twaaxiy; see e.g. the LXX
cf 2 Kgs 23:36; 24:8).”; cf. NOLLAND, Matthew, 83, n. 85.

16 CARLSON, The Davidic King, 666, considers that the genealogy drops Jehohiakim.

17 We have no more parallel to ABio0d. Cf. HAGNER, Maithew 1-13, 12: “Afioud,
«Abiud». The names from Abiud (note listed among the sons of Zerubabel in 1 Chr 3:19-20)
to Jacob the father of Joseph are not known to us from any other source.”; NOLLAND,
Matthew, 85.
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146 The 42 Generations of the Genealogy of Jesus

Matt 1:14 7. Zadwx; 8. Axiw; 9. EAtovd;
Matt 1:15 10. ’EAealap; 11. Matbdv; 12. Taxof;
Matt 1:16 13. Twond; (E: with Mapia)'®; 14. Incods.

2 The 42 Generations of Matt 1:1-17 and the Symbolism of
42 in and outside the Bible

In the genealogy according to Matthew there are three times 14
generations. This point corresponds to the gematric value of the name 717 by
multiplying it three times: 7 (4) +1(6) + 7 (4) = 14; and 3 x 14 =42. In Isa 6:3
there are the three times w17p, and in Ps 96:1-2a the triple parallelism is a mark
of honor, a tradition in the case of Baal in the Ugarit texts. In Egypt the number
42 corresponds to a malediction, but it may be transformed in a benediction'. It
is very clear in the Egyptian “Book of the Dead” which speaks about
a participation of 42 secondary gods in the judgment of the dead and a declaration
of innocence in 42 points?®. The judgment could end with a malediction or
a benediction?!. This ambivalent conception of the symbolism of number 42
comes from the fact that in Egypt there were 42 territorial administrative

18 The previous anomalies prepared this point. If one does not accept the two Texovias, it
is possible to put in the 42nd position Mapia, but it is not a generation.

19 On the number 42 in the ANE (Egypt and Mesopotamia; in the latter 42 was an
organizing principle in literary compositions), see BURNETT, Forty-Two Songs, 95-99;
BURNETT, A Plea, 108-111.

20 On the declaration of innocence in 42 points, see ROSSITER —SOULIE, Le livre des morts,
93-96; FAULKNER — ANDREWS, Book of the Dead, 31-32. On the 42 secondary’s gods, see
ROSSITER — SOULIE, Le livre des morts, 106-107; GASSE, Le livre des morts, 85: “Je connais
ton nom. Je connais le nom des quarante-deux dieux qui sont avec toi...”; BILL — BEYER
(eds.), Readings from the Ancient Near East, 118-122. It contains an English translation of
the declaration of innocence of “negative confession of sin” from the Book of the Dead. See
also the bibliography given in BURNETT, A Plea.

21 BURNETT, A Plea, 105: “The intended effect appears to be apotropaic, the possible
condemnation of the forty-two gods being countered by the pronouncing of their names and
the denial of as many misdeeds. As the Book of the Dead illustrates, in ancient Egypt the
number forty-two was directly associated with the divine and with efforts to avert divine
punishment.” See also BURNETT, A Plea, 111: “the Book of the Dead allows one to turn
divine condemnation into blessing.”
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districts??, and with the discords it was seen as a malediction. But when they
constitued unity, it was a benediction. The conception of the number 42 as
a symbol for malediction appears in the Hebrew Bible too: for example, in 2 Kgs
2:24, with the death of the 42 children that Elisha cursed. We have already noted
that in 2 Chr 22:2 1MNR is 42 years old when he becomes king?’. Moreover, in
2 Kgs 10:14 Jehu killed 42 brothers of 171mnR! See also LXX Josh 5:6 (MT: 40
years)*, Judg 12:6; 2 Sam 10:2 (40 + 2)>.

This point about number 42 is very important in reflections on the future
of the Davidic dynasty in the history. The Elohistic psalter (see note 1), Pss 42—
83, has 42 psalms and begins with the Psalm 42. This Elohistic psalter
corresponds to a preoccupation about the Davidic dynasty after the fall of
Jerusalem and the exile?®. The insistence upon the name Elohim, corresponds to
the fact that it was David who brought the Ark of Yahweh to Jerusalem?’, and it
was preferable to mention at least once in each psalm the name of Elohim and
not Yahweh. The use of Elohim and not Yahweh, is very clear in the parallels,
for example, in Ps 14:2 and 53:3; 14:4 and 53:5; 14:7 and 53:7 or 40:14 and 70:2.
In the Elohistic psalter (Pss 42—83), the middle is occupied by the second Davidic

22 FAVRY, Les nomarques, 15: “Au Moyen Empire, 42 districts administratifs ou nomes
composent le territoire Egyptien”; FAVRY, Les nomarques, 22: “La réussite de la gestion
provinciale au début de la XII® dynastie est le résultat d’une réciprocité instaurée dans les
relations entre le roi et les nomarques. Le dirigeant local bénéficiait alors, moralement et
matériellement, de cette confiance accordée par le roi ; en contrepartie, le pharaon pouvait
compter sur la loyauté du nomarque et assurait par ce moyen son autorité sur I’ensemble du
territoire.”; ANTOINE, Landscape.

23 The curse concerns not only Ahaziah but also Joash, Amaziah and Athaliah, the mother
of Ahaziah, and his influence in the cult of Baal. The four has been assassinated.

24 Hoob, Metaphorty-Two?, 38.

25 BURNETT, Forty-two songs, 94-95. See also Num 35:6.

26 The Levites had a preoccupation with the Temple. BURNETT, The Plea, 96: “[The
Elohistic Psalter] was created with an interest in the restoration of the Jerusalem temple
following its destruction in 586 B.C.E.” (I think 587). It is also true in Psalm 84! But about
the relation to the Davidic dynasty, it is better to interpret the redaction of the Psalter also
with the titles of the Psalms. See yet the preoccupations with the Davidic dynasty in Ps 51:1
with the theological and not chronological consequences in Ps 52:1-2; 54:1-2; 56:1; 57:1;
59:1; 60:1-2. And finally, in Pss 84-89, the dynasty disappears, Ps 89:45-53. Pss 90-106
propose some alternatives to the disappearance of the dynasty, with yet the mention of Moses
in the title of Ps 90:1, an alternative to the intercession of the King. Pss 107-150 corresponds
to a cultic reaffirmation of the dynasty and in inclusion Pss 1-41. See note 3.

27 The reference to the transfer of the ark to Jerusalem by David plays an important role
in the reaffirmation of the Davidic dynasty in the Bible; see, for example, Ps 132 with 2 Chr
15-16, and 2 Sam 6.
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148 The 42 Generations of the Genealogy of Jesus

psalter (Pss 51-72; see the end in 72:20), with a lot of preoccupations about the
dynasty in the titles, yet in the time of David (Ps 51:1-2; 52:1-2; 54:1-2; 56:1;
57:1; 59:1; 60:1-2; 63:1). Also, Pss 42—49 are the first part of the Korahite
Psalter, and the second part Korahite and Ezrahite (Pss 84—89), just after the end
of the Elohistic Psalter ascertains the end of the dynasty (Ps 89:45-52). Finally,
the characteristics of the Messiah are transferred to the descendants of the
Patriarchs, see Ps 105, especially 105:15%%. We have a liturgical reaffirmation of
the dynasty in Pss 107—150 (see particularly Ps 110; 132 and the ark; Ps 108 as
an answer to Ps 57; 60) and Pss 141 in inclusion (see especially 18:51; with the
answer of 18:1 to the tittles of the second Davidic Psalter)?’. In continuation of
the problematic of incertitude about the Davidic dynasty in the Elohistic Psalter
we have the reaffirmation of the Davidic dynasty in Num 24:17 following the
forty-two sacrifices®® of Balaam whose primary intention was to curse Israel
(Num 23:1: 7+ 7; v. 14: 7+ 7;v. 29: 7+ 7; i.e. 3 times 14 like in Matt 1:17)*!. In
the end however, the forty-two sacrifices became a blessing for both the kingdom
and the dynasty®’. The given examples from the HB are evident signs of an
ambivalent character of the number 42, indicating a malediction®® but with
a possible change into a benediction®*. It is our claim that it is plausible to

28 And finally, in the book of Isaiah we have a transfer upon the servant, Isa 41:8 (= Ps
105); 42:1 and 45:1 (Messiah); and finally, 61:1 with the verb nwn, see Ps 8§9:21. See GOSSE,
De I’onction.

2 See note 3.

30 Unlike the HB, the explicit hint to 42 sacrifices of Balaam is made by rabbis (cf. b. Sot.
47a). For this as well as for instances when the NT and/or rabbinic literature modify the
numbers from HB/OT to 42 (1 Kgs 18:1//Luke 4:25; Jas 5:17; Ezek 11:22-24//Lam. R. 25),
see BURNETT, Forty-Two Songs, 93; BURNETT, A Plea, 106.

31 For the sacrifices with an emphasis on the symbolism of the number seven, see 1 Chr
15:25-26: 7 + 7; 2 Chr 29:20-21. Another relation between the Book of Numbers and the
reaffirmation of the Davidic dynasty in the Psalter is the mention of the Ark of Yahweh in
Num 10:35 and Ps 68:2, with others references to M 7mp in the Psalter in relation to a
rehabilitation of the dynasty makes reference to the transfer of the Ark to Jerusalem in Ps
132, like in 1 Chr 15 and 16! See GOSSE, La réaffirmation messianique; GOSSE, Les pauvres.

32 GossE, Balaam, 129-139. In this regard, see also BURNETT, Forty-Two Songs, 94, n.
39; BURNETT, A Plea, 106, including n. 32. Burnett also points to the royal associations of
42, see BURNETT, A Plea, 107: “Even Balaam’s blessing of the Israelites culminates in an
oracle with royal and territorial implications.”

33 'We have seen that the malediction stayed with Athaliah and the three kings Ahaziah,
Joash and Amaziah.

34 JOFFE, The Answer; BURNETT, A Plea, 107: “In the New Testament as in the Old, the
number 42 emphasizes potential blessing as well as curse, with royal and territorial
associations.”
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understand the forty-two generations in the genealogy in Matt 1:1-17 in the same
way. What could be a malediction with a lot of problems that appears in the
genealogy (for example the mention of the wife of Uriah, or the exile), is changed
at the end into a benediction.

Conclusion

It seems that the 42 generations of the genealogy of Jesus point to
a history which despite all possible maledictions, present in all its parts
(particularly that of king Ahaziah), finishes with the benediction in the birth of
Jesus ‘the Anointed one’ (Xpta7os). Firstly, the link between Abraham and David
or the anointed ones respectively, in the genealogies in 1 Chr 1-9 and in the
citation of Ps 105:15 in 1 Chr 16:22 support our claim. The second proof for our
contention is the symbolism of the number 42, as attested in the Hebrew Bible
(in the Book of Numbers, in the Elohistic Psalter, in the Books of Kings and
Chronicles) as well in Egypt (The Book of the Dead; the 42 nomes). In relation
to Egypt however, we cannot say if the territorial organization in 42 nomes
depends on the ideology of the number 42 in the Orient as it is possible for the
Book of the Dead?’, or if it depends only on the organization of the kingships of
North Egypt and of South Egypt.

Bibliography

ANTOINE, Jean-Christophe: The Geographical and Administrative Landscape of Lower
Middle Egypt in Text B of the Wilbour Papyrus, ZAS 144 (2017) 1-15.

BASSER, Herbert W. — COHEN, Marsha B.: The Gospel of Matthew and Judaic Tradition,
Leiden — Boston: Brill, 2015.

BiLL, T. Arnold — BEYER, E. Bryan (eds.), Readings from the Ancient Near East: Primary
Sources for Old Testament Study, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002.

BURNETT, Joel S.: Forty-two Songs for Elohim: An Ancient Near Eastern Organizing
Principle in the Shaping of the Elohistic Psalter, JSOT 31 (2006) 81-101.

35 BURNETT, Forty-Two Songs, 96: “This Egyptian text [= Book of the Dead, ch. 125]
illustrates the broader background of 42 as a number of disaster in the Hebrew Bible and in
later Judaism and Christianity.”; BURNETT, Forty-Two Songs, 101: “Matters for further
consideration include the precise relationship between Mesopotamian and Egyptian tradition
on the number 42 and how these traditions illuminate the relevant biblical texts, including
the Elohistic Psalter.”; STIEGLITZ, Numerical Structuralism. On 42 see also Rev 13:5.

S1BiS1 10 (2/2018)



150 The 42 Generations of the Genealogy of Jesus

BURNETT, Joel S.: A Plea for David and Zion: The Elohistic Psalter as Psalm Collection for
the Temple’s Restoration. In: Joel S. Burnett — W. H. Bellinger — W. Denis Tucker
JR (eds.): Diachronic and Synchronic Reading the Psalms in Real Time:
Proceedings of the Baylor Symposium in the Book of Psalms (LHBOTS), New York
— London: T&T Clark, 2007, 95-113.

CARLSON, Stephen C.: The Davidic King for Counting the Generations in Matthew 1:17,
CBQ 76 (2014) 665-683.

Davies, William D. — ALLISON JRr., Dale C.: The Gospel According to Saint Matthew,
Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1988.

EATON, Katherine: Monthly Lunar Festivals in the Mortuary Realm: Historical Patterns and
Symbolic Motifs, JNES 70 (2011), 229-245.

FAULKNER, Raymond O. — ANDREWS, Carol A.R.: The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead,
London: British Museum Press, 1996°.

FAvVRY, Nathalie: Les nomarques au début de la XII Dynastie, Egypte Afrique & Orient 37
(2005) 15-24.

GASSE, Annie: Le livre des morts de Pacherientaihet au Museo Gregoriano Egizio, Citta Del
Vaticano: Monumenti Musei ¢ Gallerie Pontificie, 2001.

GOSSE, Bernard: L’espérance messianique davidique et la structuration du Psautier
(Supplément a Transeuphraténe 21), Pendé: Gabalda, 2015, 77-82.

GOSSE, Bernard: Balaam et la dynastie davidique, BN 169 (2016) 129-139.

GOSSE, Bernard: De 1’onction de Ps 89,21 a celle d’Is 61,1 (verbe nwn), OTE 30/3 (2017)
653-662.

GOSSE, Bernard: La réaffirmation messianique du Ps 18 dans la perspective du salut du
marginal au retour de I’exil, ZAW 130/4 (2018) 586-601.

GOSSE, Bernard: Les pauvres dans le premier psautier davidique Ps 3-41, OTE 32/2 (2019)
(forthcoming).

HAGNER, Donald A.: Matthew 1-13, Dallas: Word Books Publisher, 1993.

Hoob, Jason B.: Metaphorty-Two? The Wilderness and the People of God in Matthew 1:11-
17. In: Graig A. Evans — Jeremiah J. Johnston (eds.): Searching the Scriptures:
Studies in Context and Intertextuality, London — Oxford: T&T Clark, 2015, 29-45.

JOFFE, Laura: The Elohistic Psalter, SJOT 24 (2001) 142-166.

JOFFE, Laura: The Answer to the Meaning of Life, the Universe and the Elohistic Psalter,
JSOT 27 (2002) 223-235.

KEENER, Craig S.: A Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, Grand Rapids — Cambridge:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999.

KLEIN, Ralph W.: 2 Chronicles, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2012.

MYERS, Jacob M.: Il Chronicles (AnB), Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1965.

NOLLAND, John: The Gospel of Matthew, Grand Rapids — Cambridge: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 2005.

ROSSITER, Evelyn — SOULIE, Bernard: Le livre des morts des anciens égyptiens. Papyrus
d’Ani, Hunefer, Anhai, Genéve — Paris: Edition Minerva, British Museum, 1989.

STIEGLITZ, Robert R.: Numerical Structuralism and Cosmogony in the Ancient Near East,
JSBS 5/3 (1982), 255-266.

Studia Biblica Slovaca



Bernard Gosse 151

Summary

The forty-two generations of the genealogy of Jesus in Matt 1:1-17, use the number forty-
two as the ANE symbol of curse with a possibility of blessing, also attested in the Old
Testament/Hebrew Bible particularly in relation to the story of the succession of the kings in
the Books of Kings/Chronicles (the 42 years “curse”, of Ahaziah in 2 Chr 22:2), the Psalter
(42 psalms of the Elohistic psalter, Pss 42—83: What will happen?) and the story of Balaam
in the Book of Numbers (42 sacrifices to curse, and finally to bless). We note some parallels
in the Ancient Near East, particularly in Egypt, in the Book of the Dead and the organization
of Egypt in 42 nomes.

Keywords: Matthew, Chronicles, Psalter, Balaam, Book of Dead.

Zhrnutie

Styridsatdva generacii v JeZiSovej genealdgii podla Mt 1,1-17 je in$pirovanych symbolikou
¢isla Styridsatdva zo starovekého Blizkeho vychodu pre prekliatie s moznost'ou pozehnania.
Pouzitie tejto symboliky je dolozené aj v Starom zédkone/hebrejskej Biblii, najmé vo vztahu
k pribehom o nastupnictve kralov v Knihe kral'ov/kronik (42 rokov ,,prekliatia® v pripade
krala Achazju v 2 Krn 22,2), v Zaltari (42 zalmov tzv. Elohistického Zaltara, Z 42 — 83: Co
sa bude diat’?) a v pribehu o Biledmovi v Knihe Numeri (42 prinesenych obiet so zdmerom
prekliat’, ktoré sa ale nakoniec zmenia na pozehnanie). V ¢lanku poukazujeme aj na isté
paralely zo starovekého Blizkeho vychodu, obzvlast’ z Egypta, z egyptskej Knihy mrtvych,
a z vnutorného usporiadania Egypta do 42 distriktov.

Klucoveé slova: Matus, Knihy kronik, Zaltar, Bileam, Kniha mftvych.
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