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Psalm 137 from the Perspective of Cultural Anthropology Approach

The Babylonian captivity was the closest meeting of Babylonian culture and
Israeli nation. Psalm 137 is the best-known text of Hebrew Bible, which speaks
about abducted Israelis from Judah and their new situation in Babylonia territory
in Mesopotamia. The Human Sciences with the Approach through Cultural
Anthropology contribute to better understanding these facts. This approach was
presented by the Pontifical Biblical Commission the Interpretation of the Bible in
the Church, and the important element is environment, where the texts were
originated (Sitz im Leben). According to artistic significance, psalm 137 belongs to
the most beautiful songs of the Book of Psalms. Ancient literature does not have
many artistic works, in which love to homeland, national traditions, relationship to
fathers” heritage, solicitude to home are so expressed by both beautiful and sad
ways. In Biblical poetry the psalm belongs to the finest works, in which religion

and patriotism are so strongly expressed.

Zalm 137 z pohl'adu pristupu kultiirnej antropologie

Babylonsky exil bol najblizSim stretnutim babylonskej kultury a Izraelského
naroda. Zalm 137 predstavuje najzname;jsi text Hebrejskej biblie, ktory hovori o
odvleceni Izraelitov z Jidska a ich novej situacii na izemi Babylonu v Mezopotamii.
K lepSiemu porozumeniu tychto skuto¢nosti prispievaju aj humanitnej vedy aj cez
pristup prostrednictvom kultirnej antropoldégie. Tento pristup predstavil
dokument PapeZskej biblickej komisie Interpretacia Biblie Cirkvi, kde doleZitym
elementom sa stava prostredie, v ktorom texty vznikali (Sitz im Leben). Zalm 137
patri k najkraj$im piestiam knihy Zalmov pokial’ ide o jeho umelecky vyznam. Vo
svetovej starovekej literatdre nie je vel'a takychto umeleckych diel, ktoré bylasku k
rodnému kraju a narodnym tradicidm, pripatanie sa k dedifstvu otcov i
starostlivost o domovinu su tak silno vyjadrené nadhernym, ale aj zaroven
smutnym spdsobom. V biblickej poézii je tento Zalm jeden z najkrajsich diel, v

ktorom nabozenstvo a laska k vlasti su takto silno vyjadrené.



